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6'" Summit for Space Sustainability Summit in Tokyo, Japan
Kyushu University ~ Koul Vatasta

Attending the 6™ Summit for Space Sustainability Summit in Tokyo, Japan in July 2024 was an enriching
experience that provided invaluable insights into the multifaceted aspects of maintaining and promoting
sustainable practices in outer space. As a student embarking on a career in space debris management, this
summit offered a unique opportunity to learn from experts, network with professionals, and understand the
current challenges and advancements. I felt the sessions were set up to cater to varying levels of expertise
and domains, ensuring that even those new to the field could grasp the essential concepts and emerging trends.
Mentioning that it helped me understand the basics of policy, regulatory framework, and how the public and
private industry can work together and promote space sustainability. Dr. Paul Bate Chief Executive, UK Space
Agency mentioned in one of the Fireside Chat keynotes alongside Richard DalBello Director of, Office of
Space Commerce about how we need to start looking at how humans and the growing need for space
exploration and use are impacting the space rather than just counting the number of satellites. He said and I
quote “Everyone is doing something but is the something the right thing?”” which I think defines the whole
situation of taking actions towards sustainability.

Since the summit was taking place in an Asian
country, the perspectives of the Asia-Pacific
region with its rapidly advancing space
capabilities, plays a critical role in global space
security and stability. As nations in this region
increase their presence in space, the importance
of responsible behavior becomes paramount to
ensure sustainable and secure space operations.
The panel moderated by Prof. Kazuko Suzuki

consisted of speakers from Singapore, Japan, = } f B

Chile, South Korea, Thailand, and the Philippines Fig. 1 Panel: Responsible Behaviour in Space knows no
Bounds: Asia-Pacific perspective on Space Security

(Fig. 1). The viewpoints of Asia-Pacific countries and Stability Moderated by Prof. Kazuko Suzuki

on behaviors and activities perceived as being

responsible, and regional governments collecting and incorporating the takes from their commercial entities
and civil society were discussed. In the end, the panel concluded that through national policies, regional and
international collaboration, advanced SSA capabilities, and participation in international frameworks, Asia-
Pacific countries can actively contribute to a sustainable and secure space environment.

The summit had some great and interesting panels, “Hello Kitty Goes to Space - New Types of Space
Exploration Partnership” was one such panel discussion. Space exploration is no longer the sole domain of
a few space-faring nations anymore. The panel discussion involved the growing opportunities for the
commercial providers and the increase in the growing set of countries taking part in human spaceflight
missions through both governmental and commercial operators. As the summit was for space sustainability,

there were also discussions on how we could not jeopardize but preserve the sustainability of the Moon whilst
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ensuring the promotion of lunar activities and exploration. The benefits of investing in space exploration,
capabilities, interests, and contributions were discussed in the panel including speakers from UKSA, KARI,
iSpace, Axiom Space, and JAXA.

Young Professional Mentoring Breakfast held during
the 6™ Space Sustainability Summit was one of the
highlight events designed to connect emerging

professionals with seasoned experts in the field of space

sustainability and security. The breakfast provided a

platform for knowledge exchange, career guidance, and

2

networking in an informal, engaging setting. Each table
hosted a small group of students/YPs and a mentor, Fig. 2 Networking Session with Astronaut
allowing intimate and focused discussions on specific Koichi Wakata
topics related to space sustainability, future careers, and requirements. The session kicked off with inspiring
remarks from speakers from UKSA and BryceTech. They shared their career journey, experiences, and
roadmap while also emphasizing the value of mentorship and the importance of fostering a collaborative and
inclusive space community. The informal setting of the breakfast allowed for organic networking among
attendees. Young professionals exchanged contact information with mentors and peers, paving the way for
future collaborations and mentorship opportunities. The mentoring breakfast was followed by a Keynote by
Pamela Melroy Deputy Administrator NASA and one of the only two women to command a space shuttle.
The discussion of the above panel revolved around how the companies and countries within the Asia-Pacific
region are developing their own SSA capabilities and monitoring the threats to space assets (Fig. 3). The key
takeaway from the panel included the
possibilities for regional SSA cooperation
within the Asia Pacific region, and how an
integrated global SSA system for the
countries to share the datasets would work if
at all it is developed and worked upon. The
speakers also talked about collaborative data

sharing in terms of regional efforts in tracking

and how it could be useful. An interesting

Y - - F . = =

Fig. 3 Panel: Shibuya Scramble Won’t Work in Space:
Ideas for Enhancing the APAC Space Situational
systems are not making important decisions Awareness moderated by Victoria Samson (SWF)

discussion took over the topic of ensuring that

different countries using potentially different

with different and conflicting datasets, and what could be the biggest impediment to data sharing between
the countries and operators. In Marie Borowitz's words about the data-sharing impediments during the talk,
I quote “Default is to not to share data (between various space agencies and operators)”. Nobu Okada,
Founder and CEO of Astroscale, Japan also spoke as one of the keynote speakers on the topic of Space Debris
Remediation. Various topics like developing pure and new technology, astroscale’s RPO technology,
mechanical capture, and finally the world's first real debris mission ADRAS-J were discussed with the help
of a presentation.

Lastly, I want to thank SGAC BryceTech- HEO - SWF for giving me this unique opportunity through this

scholarship and sponsoring me to attend the 6th Summit for Space Sustainability in person in Tokyo, Japan.
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