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APCATS 2002

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasure for me to address you as a
representative of the West Branch of the Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space
Sciences. Thefirst meeting was held at Hangzhou in 1994, and ther eafter the second in
Jiayu Guan and Dun Huang in 1997, and the third in Kunming in 2000. All the
mesetings were completely successful with the effort of Prof. Zhuang, Prof. Deng, Prof.
Xia, Prof. Wang, Prof. Liu and Prof. Wu, and this conference has contributed to the
congtruction of the academic net among Asian Pacific countries and areas concerning
aerogpace engineering and related fields. The West Branch of Japan Society has been
supporting the past three and present meetings by publishing the call for paperson the
Journal of the Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences. Recently, this has
been fixed as one of theimportant activities of the West Branch.

This conference, although not very large in scale, has been a success from the very
gart in 1994, and the Japanese attendees have come not only from the West Branch
but also even from the northern-most idand of Hokkaido. Many of them have been
attending repeatedly, too. The reason of this successlies mainly in the cozy and relaxed
atmosphere of the conference generated by the kind efforts and hospitality of the
people of Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics. Of cour se, the splendid
selection of site of each meeting has helped the success.

| am surethat thetradition of this conference will bring about many happy returns
of the meetings, with more and more attendees from Japan and other Asian Pacific
countriesand areas.

Finally, | sincerely hope this meeting will be attain its objectives, and also will be
successful and fruitful.

Thank you.
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